Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

EYFS/KS1 Writing: Progression of Foundational Knowledge and Skills

Using this progression:

What are the aims of this document?

This document sets out how writing knowledge and skills develop from the beginning of Reception to the end of Key Stage 1. It is intended to help teachers understand the small, cumulative steps that
underpin successful writing: from early mark-making, language development and oral composition, through to increasingly fluent transcription and independent sentence writing.

Our aim is for every child to become a confident and successful writer who enjoys writing and develops the secure foundations needed to access the wider curriculum and thrive as a writer in Key Stage 2.

How has the document been created?

The progression draws on the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, the National Curriculum, the Writing Framework and evidence-informed approaches to the effective teaching of writing. It has been
adapted to reflect the curriculum and teaching approach at Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School.

The progression is deliberately cumulative. Later skills build upon knowledge and habits that should already be secure, rather than being taught as isolated objectives.

How should the document be used?

The progression should help teachers identify what a child can already do securely and what they need to learn next. Teachers should teach from this point rather than simply from the expectations
associated with a pupil's chronological year group.

Skills develop from left to right across the document. The organisation also reflects an important hierarchy: children need increasingly secure and automatic transcription skills before they can devote their
attention fully to the more complex demands of composition.
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Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

End of Year Expectations

Reception Year 1 Year 2

End of Year Expectations

ELG: To be able to write recognisab|e Ietters, speIIing words by identifying To be able to independently write clear, sequenced simple | To be able to independently write clear, sequenced
d o ) A i e, reedeEle BhEeEs £ REEnEES sentences (minimum of 2) that: sentences (minimum of 3) that:
soeliet (p S 8 Pi€e, P : * make sense ¢ include some longer sentences using conjunctions to join
e are about things which are familiar to them ideas and adjectives to describe nouns (expanded noun
¢ are demarcated with basic punctuation - full stops and phrases)
capital letters * have many common exception words spelt correctly
¢ have accurate spelling of regular words or phonetically e are mostly written in the correct tense
plausible attempts ¢ are demarcated with full stops, capital letters, question
¢ use the correct letter formation for lower-case letters marks, exclamation marks and commas in lists
and most capitals, with correct spacing between letters e consistently use correct letter formation for all upper- and
and words lower-case letters, with appropriate spacing and orientation
e.g. | went to the park. | saw a dog. on lines
Note: This is the minimum a child should be able to e.g. | went to the park. | saw a brown dog but it ran away.
achieve independently; it is not intended to limit the Then | went home.
amount they write within a unit. Note: This is the minimum a child should be able to achieve
independently; it is not intended to limit the amount they
write within a unit.

Pupils should develop positive attitudes and stamina for writing through:

¢ Integrating drawing and mark-making - allow children to draw first, then label or write captions.
* Sentence building around role play - use purposeful oracy and talk.
e Deliberate planned opportunities for writing across the curriculum and provision.
e Talking before writing - use oral rehearsal, storytelling and drama so children can say sentences before writing them.
e Modelling of talk - ensure high-quality adult interactions and vocabulary.
e Child-led writing opportunities that encourage independence and choice.
* Model and scaffold writing - demonstrate writing aloud, share ideas as a class and use sentence stems or story maps where helpful.
* Writing for real purposes - link writing to meaningful tasks such as letters, fact files, stories and classroom displays.
e Celebrating and sharing writing - create opportunities for children to read, display and take pride in their work.
e Word-rich classrooms - connect writing with reading and vocabulary and use high-quality texts to model language.
* Well-sequenced lessons that balance technical skill-building with creative confidence.
» Constructive feedback that is supportive, specific, actionable and focused on growth.
* Regular writing practice - provide frequent opportunities to write so fluency and confidence build over time.
e Writing narratives about personal experiences
e Writing about real or constructed events
e Writing poetry
* Writing for different purposes
* Drawing upon class texts for vocabulary and structure

® Focusing on writing less, but better
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Transcription Skills

Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Thread

Reception

Baseline (Sept)

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 1

Year 2

Transcription Skills

Handwriting

ip

ing, strength and gr

ition

Pos

Gross motor skills
established - strong
handwriting begins
with strong bodies.

Shoulder, elbow, wrist
and hand stability -
both sitting and
standing.

Postural control -
activities might include
crawling, walking,
climbing, tummy time
and children’s yoga.

Shoulder stability -
activities might include
tummy time, pushing
games and large brush
strokes on an easel or
wall.

Crossing the midline to
develop bilateral
coordination and a
dominant hand.

Has adequate strength
and dexterity (fine and
gross motor skills and
core strength) in the
hands, fingers, wrist
and arm to hold a
pencil.

Key skills include hand
strength for a firm grip,
fine-motor control for
finger movements,
wrist stability, shoulder
stability to steady the
arm, and the ability to
isolate individual
fingers for precise
movements.

Has the strength to
hold a pencil and draw
increasingly familiar
shapes and patterns.

Hold a pencil using a
tripod grip or a suitable
variant.

Provide adaptations for
left-handed writers and
a range of right- and
left-handed grips to
support correct
positioning from the
start.

See the school

Handwriting & Letter
Formation Approach
for further guidance.

Hold a pencil in a good
tripod grip or suitable
variant.

Use appropriate
adaptations for left-
handed writers.

Sit at a table to write.

Sit correctly at a table: feet on the floor; bottom to
the back of the chair; pencil in one hand
(appropriately sized for the pupil) and the other hand
on the paper. Left-handed pupils should receive
specific teaching to meet their needs, including:

* Teacher positioning: seat left-handed writers to
the left side of a shared table to avoid bumping
elbows with a right-handed writer.

e Pencil grip: hold the pencil around 2-3 cm from the
tip so the writing remains visible.

* Sloped surface: consider a writing slope where
helpful.

* Writing utensils: use softer pencils requiring less
pressure or quick-drying pens to reduce smudging.

» Desk space: ensure sufficient working space.

o Adult guide: where possible, use a confident left-
handed adult model for positioning and grip.

e Letter formation: teach that crossing t and f from
right to left is acceptable.

» Securing paper: use the right hand to secure paper
or books.

» Angle of wrist: aim for a straight line following the
forearm.

e Positioning of writing utensil: sit the pencil in the V
between thumb and forefinger.

Automatically position themselves and their writing
surface in a “ready to write” position.

Maintain correct posture and grip and write
comfortably for longer periods.

Left-handed pupils are confident in what an effective
writing position looks and feels like for them.
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Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Reception
. P : Year 1 Year 2
Baseline (Sept) Autumn Spring Summer
Thread T .
Transcription Skills

Handwriting

Baseline mark-making Show correct letter Write some lower-case | Write most lower-case | Lower-case letters are all formed correctly, starting Form all lower-case letters, starting and ending in the
stages: formation of some letters correctly. letters correctly. and ending in the correct place, mostly the correct correct place on a line, of the correct size relative to

Formation of letters and
numerals

Develop children’s
ability to form age-
appropriate marks and
shapes; where these
are not secure, explore
and address the
barriers.

letters by forming them
in the air.

Write their name,
although some letter
formations may be
incorrect.

Write upper-case
letters for their name.
Write some lower-case
letters correctly other
than those in their
name.

Write some upper-case
letters they know other
than those in their
name, e.g. friends’
names.

Have opportunities to
form the digits 0-9.

Begin to form the digits
0-9 correctly.

size relative to one another, with clear ascenders and
descenders.

Understand which letters belong to which
handwriting “families” through cumulative teaching
that teaches related formations together.

Letters mostly sit correctly on a line.

Form the majority of capital letters and use them at
the start of a sentence and for days of the week and
months of the year.

Form the digits 0-9 correctly.

one another, with clear ascenders and descenders.

Form all capital letters of the correct size, orientation
and relationship to one another and to lower-case
letters, and use them correctly for the start of
sentences and proper nouns.

Form digits of the correct size and orientation.

Spacing

Leave appropriate
spacing between letters
in individual words.

Begin to leave
appropriate spaces
between words.

Leave appropriate spaces between words.

Consistently leave appropriate spaces between words
throughout writing, with spaces that are consistent in
size.

Joining handwriting

Only when letter formation is secure, begin to join
letters that belong to the same handwriting families.

Become more confident joining handwriting using the
diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join most
letters, with a specific focus on r, v and o joins, while
forming ascenders and descenders correctly and
placing writing accurately on the line.

Formation of
punctuation

Form full stops, question marks and exclamation
marks mostly correctly.

Form question marks, exclamation marks,
apostrophes, commas and full stops accurately and
position them correctly on the line and in relation to
the words in a sentence.
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Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Thread

Reception

Baseline (Sept)

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 1

Year 2

Transcription Skills

Spelling

Phonological knowledge

Pre-phonics skills
focusing on auditory
discrimination, sound
awareness and
listening skills, e.g.
rhyme, rhythm,
alliteration,
environmental sounds,
body percussion and
instrumental sounds.

Begin to say the initial
sounds in some words.
Begin to recognise
initial sounds and say
some other sounds in
their own name.

Begin to learn single-
letter sounds.

Identify known letters

to match initial sounds.

Match single sounds
and letters.

Begin to write CVC
words and labels, e.g.
c-a-t.

Orally segment/blend
single-sound CVC
words, e.g. c-a-t.

Match single sounds
and digraphs.

Build confidence
writing CVC words and
labels.

Write CVC words using
sounds and letters they
know.

Know taught digraphs
in line with the school’s
phonics sequence, e.g.
consonant digraphs sh,
ch, th, ng, ck and vowel
digraphs ai, ee, oa, 00,
oi.

Segment words into individual phonemes and know
how to represent those phonemes using the
appropriate grapheme(s).

Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes.

Segment spoken words (both single- and multi-
syllabic words) into phonemes and represent these
by graphemes in the right order, spelling many words
correctly and making phonically plausible attempts at
others.

Transcription Skills

Spelling

Recognise some tricky
words in line with the

Write some tricky
words in line with the

Spell many Year 1 common exception words
correctly.

Spell many Year 2 common exception words
correctly.

g-’n school’s phonics school’s phonics

g sequence. sequence.

3

o

c

=

©

=]

e

>

o Use the prefix ‘un-’ and the suffixes ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’. Add suffixes to spell longer words including -ment, -
(Y] Use ‘s’ or ‘es’ as a plural marker. ness, -ful, -less and -ly.
8 Learn to spell words with contracted forms, e.g.
2 didn’t, don’t.

o

c

=2

=

£

()

i =

o
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Composition Skills

Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Thread

Reception

Baseline (Sept)

Oral Composition

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 1

Year 2

Oral composition

Create single-word
threads to describe
emotions or events,
e.g. when shown a
picture from a story,
say single words
around the theme such
as green, happy,
excited.

Say a two-word phrase
for writing using
repetition, altering
only one word at a
time, e.g. big cat, big
dog, big cake.

Sing songs, say rhymes
and retell stories to
develop oral
understanding of
sentence structures
and increase
vocabulary.

Orally compose a
simple sentence and
count the number of
words.

Orally compose a
simple two- to three-
sentence story.

Read back their own
simple sentences.

Orally compose a series of simple sentences around a
variety of themes.

Use present and past tense correctly when speaking.
Compose simple sentences of three words or more
orally before writing them down - rehearsal.

Read aloud and discuss what they have written with a
teacher and other pupils.

Orally compose a series of sentences or retell simple
stories with increasing description and conjunctions.

Say out loud what they are going to write about -
rehearsal - then check that their writing is accurate
and says what they intend by reading it back.

Explain vocabulary choices.

Read aloud what they have written with appropriate
intonation to make the meaning clear.

Word and sentence
composition

Written Composition

Write individual words
around a theme.

Begin to organise
words into a simple
phrase, e.g. red bus,
big hat.

Write a simple
sentence which is
readable by an adult,
e.g. The bus is red.

Independently compose and write sentences of three
words or more - think/say, write, check.

Independently compose and write a sequence of
sentences (a minimum of three), some using co-
ordination.

Evaluate their writing with an adult and peers.

Sequencing
sentences

Sequence at least two written sentences to compose a
short narrative.

Sequence at least three written sentences to create
coherent narratives about personal experiences and
those of others (real or fictional).
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Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Thread

Reception

Baseline (Sept)

Oral Composition

Autumn

Spring

Summer

Year 1

Year 2

Proof-reading and editing

Begin to read back
their writing to check
their spelling using
sound buttons, e.g. c-a-
t.

Begin to check if what
they have written is
accurate by reading
the sentence back
whilst pointing at the
words.

Begin to re-read and check that writing makes sense
and that spelling and punctuation (full stops and
capital letters) are accurate.

Begin to edit, making simple additions and/or
revisions.

Independently proof-read, checking accurate spelling
and punctuation of taught elements.

Use of language

Use basic descriptive
language in sentences,
e.g. red, sad, big.

Use basic descriptive language, e.g. shiny, great,
happy.

Begin to identify appropriate vocabulary to fit with a
narrative.

Adding detail

Use ‘and’ to add detail to a simple sentence, e.g. The
boy was tall and happy.

Use co-ordination (or / and / but) and some
subordination (when / if / that / because) to join
clauses correctly.

Dictations

Write a dictated CVC
word.

Write a dictated simple
phrase, e.g. red bus, or
a very simple sentence
of three to four basic
words, e.g. The red
bus. / The big red bus.

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the
teacher that include words using the GPCs and
common exception words taught so far and that start
with a capital letter and end with a full stop.

Write from memory sentences of four or more words
dictated by the teacher that include different
sentence types, words using the GPCs, common
exception words and punctuation taught so far, e.g.
The boy played with a ball.
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Grammar, Sentence and Text Knowledge

Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Thread - Reception - Year 1 Year 2
Baseline (Sept) Autumn Spring Summer
Regular plural noun suffixes -s or -es [for example, dog, | Understand and explain the meaning of the different
dogs; wish, wishes], including the effects of these conjunctions (or, and, but, when, if, that, because) and
_ suffixes on the meaning of the noun. when they can be used effectively.
(]
E Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no change is | Use co-ordination (or / and / but) and some
T needed in the spelling of root words, e.g. helping, subordination (when / if / that / because) to join
§ helped, helper. clauses correctly.
Understand how the prefix un- changes the meaning Distinguish between homophones and near-
< of verbs and adjectives [negation, for example, unkind, | homophones, e.g. hiss/his, quiet/quite, accept/except,
5 or undoing, e.g. untie the boat]. off/of, hour/our, are/our.
© . .
B Start names, first words in sentences, days of the week
; and months of the year with capital letters.
Grammar, Sentence and Text Knowledge
Understand how words can combine to make Use present and past tense mostly correctly and
sentences. consistently, with a specific focus on ensuring the -ed
suffix is not written as ‘t’.
Begin to join words and clauses using and, but, so.
Punctuate sentences using a capital letter to begin the | Use the progressive forms correctly, e.g. “Max was
sentence and a full stop to end it. skipping.” (past progressive) or “Max is skipping.”
(present progressive).
©
5 Punctuate sentences accurately with capital letters
; and full stops, and use question marks, exclamation
g marks and apostrophes correctly when required.
3
5 Learn how to use and understand the difference
7] between sentence forms: statement, question,
exclamation and command, and how grammatical
patterns indicate function, e.g. sentences beginning
with imperative verbs are commands.
Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify,
e.g. the blue butterfly, plain flour, the man in the
moon.
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Walberton & Binsted CE Primary School

Reception
Thread - & - Year 1 Year 2
Baseline (Sept) Autumn Spring Summer
Grammar, Sentence and Text Knowledge
Sequence sentences to form short narratives of at Use the correct choice and consistent use of present
< least two sentences, e.g. | went to the park. | saw a and past tense throughout writing.
5 dog. Sequence sentences to form short narratives of at
o least three sentences, with at least one containing a
ﬁ conjunction and an expanded noun phrase, e.g. | went
L to the park. | saw a brown dog but it ran away. Then |
went home.
Grammar, Sentence and Text Knowledge: Punctuation
Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question Use capital letters and full stops consistently and
marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences. | question marks and exclamation marks mostly
c correctly to demarcate sentences.
o
=
@©
3
e
o
c
>
o
Use capital letters for names, days of the week, Mostly use commas correctly in lists and apostrophes
months and the personal pronoun I. when used for contracted words.
c
o
S
©
>
fd
o
c
=]
o.

Grammatical Terminology

Grammatical
terminology

Capital letter, lower-case letter.

Sentence, singular, plural, question mark, exclamation
mark, prefix, suffix.

Noun, expanded noun phrase, verb, tense, adjective,
adverb, sentence types (statement, question,
exclamation, command), commas, apostrophes,
conjunction.
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